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The book you’re reading doesn’t exist - officially at least. Officially, you’re scanning
your eyes through thin air and probably look tapped. This book doesn’t exist because it
was cancelled, as I'm sure you all know, but you’re reading it nonetheless. In the days
after the cancellation, the yearbook was on the tips of many tongues. It was in a 6A
religion class that the publication got a second chance to live, like a butterfly being
given a second chance to live. Let’s just say nobody was chuffed; and everybody
wanted to do something about it. Attempts were made to get the official book back on
track, but ‘Woodies’ teaches us the benefits of D.I.Y. And so a yearbook for the class
of 2009 came to be.
Thanks to:
Article writers (names with articles)
Those who sent photos, quotes etc.
Vizard the Wizard (hunter-gatherer)
Damien ‘Ka-Ching’ Suen (responsible for artwork and sourcing of a printer)
Anyone else who played any part in making this wonderful dream a reality... [pause
to wipe away the tears]
This was put together in Microsoft Word, but I did my best to make it look as
good as possible despite that. Hope you like it,
-Karl Maxwell

Normally, this page of the yearbook might have little articles written by the principal, the
year head and the chaplain. Unfortunately, as the school won’t veto this project or take any
responsibility for it, we don’t have any. What we do have though, is a heart-warming poem
about the values of education, love and friendship, by a renowned scholar and author of
many famous children’s stories such as “The Carrot With The Heart Of A Cabbage’, ‘“The
Ugly Porcupine’, ‘The Tiger’s Furry Coat’, “The Princess And The Stalker’ and ‘I Wish I
Was A Banana So I Could Eat My Sorrows Away:

18-20 year halted
Gathering its energy segments from the universal truth;
its course dexterity eating my brain
for the hidden meaning of questions, whose truth
is as bizarre as the false.

Then it stops to rewind
back to those important parts for those of lacking ears.

-Eoin O’ Meara
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skipping the uneventful Junior Cert year

(-.‘l- ﬂ‘\

Niamh Reidy & Jennifer O’ Leary

On the 15th of September 2k6, two days after our Junior
Cert results, a crowd of bright-eyed and bushy-tailed fourth years
set off on an epic quest to the Kingdom. The objective: to instil a
sense of teamwork and friendship into us post-partaaay,
depressed teens by making us trudge a few miles through the
Kerry countryside by Torc waterfall... a little dweeby but hey, it
was a day off.

We departed the school all fureeeeeeeeeakd about the news
du jour: Laura Lynch had broken her arm in an altercation with a
tombstone and wouldn't be able to come. SCANTY NERVES!
Anyhoo, the long and perilous bus trek to Boggerville proved
somewhat boring, so we entertained ourselves with oodles of
bus-related activities such as bus-surfing and the obligatory sing-
song. We arrived brimming with eagerness and zeal and fervour
and passion and vehemence (we didn't use a thesaurus) ready to
start our trek into the unknown wilderness of Kerry... and so the
TORC-ture began... (see what we did there?)

We trudged endlessly (uphill, downhill, diagonal-hill, side-
to-side hill) through bogland and desert for days on end. Some
raced ahead; others (i.e. us) did not. One of those expeditious
individuals, who shall remain nameless (ahem, Damien Suen,
ahem), nearly caused bloodshed when he - unable to control his
velocity downhill - almost flattened us. The result: him sprawled
in a gully, us scarred for life. We eventually reached what we
thought to be the end... it was not. We were subjected to J.J.'s
relentless trigger-happiness at a time when we were not looking
our best. Alas, the photos shall forever remain as an unwanted
reminder of our red-facedness.

The long slog back: the sweltering heat proved too much
for the buffest among us, and so the toplessness began. Some
were so desperate for beverages, they drank from puddles to
quench their thirst. We eventually reached Muckross House and
stampeded hoards of Yanks out of the way in our haste to make
it to the hot food counter/toilet (I knew the puddle was a bad
idea). We returned to the bus, pooped but content, until the next
day, when sweet niblets did our asses hurt like they had been
chopped off and replaced with cheese-graters. Overall, it was a
bad ass trip (geddit?)!
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The third gig achieved even more than the previous — more controversy! CRIMINA
RECORDS read the flawless banner, which was barely legible and tasted yuck. In fact, the
honourable band we were promoting, also know as KXV, decided to act against us in revolt
and didn’t play the charity gig... because they needed to practise for the final...ahem... Of
course, we completely agreed and no bad feelings whatsoever were had. Despite all of these
setbacks, any controlled demolition expert would agree that the gig was a blast.

Soon after, preparation began for the Blastbeat final. Every mini-company needed a
public display (of affection) stand at the final in Vicar St. in Dublin in Ireland in Europe in
the World in the Solar System in the Milky Way Galaxy in the Universe. Of course, when we
arrived at said address, we realised that our vision of what the stand should be and every other
company’s view were slightly different... We crushed them like the puppy I got for
Christmas. He was so beautiful... Our presentation was “exquisite” (Irish Times) and “4/5”
(Rolling Stone). Then came the deciding moment. All of the companies were called up onto
the stage for the award ceremony by Rob Stevenson (the creator of this entire orchestration).
It was then that the final awards were announced. “WE WON!" Mr. Griffin shricked in his
soft, dreamy voice. Everyone jumped around like giddy school girls. 11 of the 15 awards in
total were given to Criminal Records, including best supporting actress. For the first time
ever, the company was united positively, which, in a sense, was the true meaning of
Blast:beat. Overall, any judge would agree that our Blastbeat experience was beyond doubt

criminal!
| Aoife Hickey & Jennifer Bowen

On Thursday the 22nd of March 2007, sixty-three of us and, of course, the five teachers - Mr.
Alcock (legend), Ms. Cronin, Mr. O’ Toole, Ms. Donnelly, and Ms. Barry Murphy - arrived
tired. but excited, in Barcelona. When we were given our rooms, we were delighted to find
that we were next door to Mr. O’Toole. He, however, was not so thrilled as he was woken up
every morning at six with the hairdryers!

After a good nights sleep, we headed to Barcelona city, where we received a guided
tour of the city and visited the beautiful Sagrada Familia Cathedral and the Park Guell, with
Gaudi’s stunning mosaic lizard and other attractions. We then travelled to the Nou Camp,
Barcelona F.C.’s magnificent stadium. That night, we all wanted to hit the clubs, but the
teachers on the other hand opted for a quiet night at the bowling alley; although more than a
few bottles were still spotted around the teachers den!

Monsterrat was the next stop. As the bus travelled through beautiful mountain scenery
on the Friday morning, the height began to bother some people, but it was all worth it when
we reached the top, with breathtaking scenery and high mass taking place in the Cathedral
itself.

After that, it was off to Barcelona for some shopping. While most of the lads went off
in search of a ‘place to watch the match’, the rest of us shopped ‘il we dropped. A fun (but
mouldy) day was had by all!

Last, but definitely not least, we travelled to Port Aventura on the Sunday. Between the
100 metre drop - Hurakan Condor, the eight-looped Dragon Khan and the huge water ride
(that Mr. O’ Toole went on with all of us and got absolutely soaked), everyone had a great
time. When it was time to leave, we all arranged to meet back at the entrance where Mr. O
Toole was presented with a giant lollipop for being the bravest teacher to go on all the rides!

Our trip to Barcelona will never be forgotten and the memories we shared will stay
with us all long after we all leave school.
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Alan Kenny

We headed off in May ‘07 with sixteen players,
Mr. O’ Mahony and Mr. O’ Toole. We met in the
church and left after a few bag searches after
what had happened in Barcelona (that still didn’t
stop three people.)

We reached France two days before the
tournament. We checked into a hostel for the first
night. The next day, we met our host families,
which turned out to be quite funny as not one of
us had a word of French.

We started the tournament the next day
and our first match was on the main pitch against
the Portuguese, which we won 1-0 with C. Tizzi
scoring. That was his last act as he was then
injured for the rest of the tournament as well as
Mickey G. and Adrian Raymond. We lost the
next game |-0 but won the third game thanks to
Philly getting one of those long legs to knock the
ball in. We then had to play on the brutal clay
pitch, but thanks to some good defending from
Eoin T. and Dave, we got a draw and Fiachra
saved a penalty to win the game for us. The
second day wasn’t as much of a success as we
lost the next two games on penalties, but Sonny
kept his 100% record by scoring in all three
shootouts. We lost the last game 2-0 but still
managed to finish eigth, the best the school has
ever done.

Well done to Dave O’Halloran and John
Slattery, who represented the European team and
put in good performances.

Memories from the tour:

e Tim getting jocked in front of the two girls in
McDonalds

e The girl on the tram who everyone was talking
about being sexy and shouting at each other
about and she happened to speak English

¢ Eoin T. nearly killing Mr. O’ Mahony in quad
biking

e Getting the disco going

e Raymond’s Grandad Socks

¢ The quote of the tour: “Dumb, Dumber,
Dumbest.”

Ava O’Leary

It all goes back to first year, when we started with
about thirty girls, which was eventually narrowed
down to fifteen. Coached by Mick (remember his
comb over?) we went onto reach our first ever
county final. Unfortunately, we lost out to a
stronger Coachford side. We stuck at it though,
determined to do better the following year. Under
new management in the shape of ‘Gally’, we
went on to win the county final in second year,
beating Carrigaline in a very exciting game! In
third year, we once again won all our games and
reached the county final, our third in three years!
We won again, this time beating Bantry.

By the time we were in fourth year, we
had lost a few more players. We reached the
county final again but lost out narrowly to a team
from Charleville.

We decided at the start of fifth year that it
would be our year to go further than just a county
final, and we set our sights on the All-Ireland
Championships. The team was mainly made up of
people from our year, with two sixth years and a
third year also playing. Players from our year
were Aoife Hickey, Megan Cunningham Murphy,
Jahna Hilliard, Ava O’ Leary, Caoimhe Horgan,
Emma Goodwin and Orla McSweeney. After two
major ankle injuries, a broken arm and a case of
food poisoning before an important game, we
thought we were finished. We trained even harder
and it paid off when we won the county final. Bit
by bit, our team started to come back to full
strength and we eventually progressed to the All-
Ireland Final in the National Basketball Arena,
Tallaght, where we met a strong team from
Arklow. We clinched this game by a single point,
much to everyone’s relief, but we would not have
done it without the support and encouragement of
our fantastic coach, Gally!

This year was our last year playing
together, and to end it on a high note, we again
won the county final, this time beating North
Mon. We also progressed to the semi-final of the
All-Ireland Cup, but unfortunately lost out to a
school from Naas. Even with that, we would all
agree that it’s been our best year yet and you
know what they say; save the best till last!
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